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difference in religion, too, gradually developed. In the
Eastern Roman Empire the emperor remained supreme head
of the Church, while in the Western Roman Empire, the dis-
appearance of the emperor left the Bishop of Rome (or the
' Pope' as he came to be called) without a rival.

In spite of these differences, the Eastern emperors for a
long time continued to feel that they ought to rescue Rome
from the invaders, and to re-unite the empire. A parti-
cularly vigorous attempt to do this was made by the
Emperor Justinian of whom we shall now tell.

Justinian was himself of barbarian birth. His uncle,
Justin, was a peasant of Dacia (modern Bulgaria) who joined
the army, became a member of the bodyguard of the
emperor of that time, rose to power and, when he was
sixty-eight years of age actually placed himself upon the
throne. An uneducated man himself, he had the sense to
entrust most of the business of government to others, and
to have his nephew Justinian, whom he brought from his
Dacian home, trained as his successor. He did not live long,
and Justinian succeeded him. without serious opposition.
Justinian's long reign of thirty-eight years is noteworthy for
two things: the re-conquest of the Western Roman Empire,
which proved to be of little use, and the codification1 of
the Roman Law, which .was an accomplishment of great
importance.

Monarchs and ministers everywhere get the credit for
the work actually done by their subjects and servants, so it
is hardly necessary to say that Justinian himself took little
part in the actual accomplishment of either of the deeds for
which his name is now remembered. But we must give
him the credit at least of encouraging their accomplishment,
and of paying for it with money that his people had earned.

First let us get to know something about the most lasting
work of his reign, the codification of the Roman Law. This
was indeed a remarkable thing, all the more so because it
was so much needed. For ten centuries Roman Senates

1 Proper  arrangement.